Interim Group Finance Accountant (3–4 Month FTC)
Location: Peterborough
Duration: 3–4 months
Reports to: Group Finance Manager
About the Role
We are seeking an experienced and hands-on Interim Group Finance Accountant to provide temporary support to our Group Finance team during a period of transition.
This role will provide critical cover during the recruitment of a permanent Group Accountant and will play an important part in ensuring key financial control, compliance and year-end activities continue to be delivered to a high standard.
The successful candidate will take ownership of several core Group Finance processes while supporting the wider finance team through year-end and audit.
Key Responsibilities
The successful candidate will be responsible for:
Statutory & Compliance
· Prepare and submit the Group monthly VAT returns
· Own the annual PSA (PAYE Settlement Agreement) process and submission
· Complete and submit Office for National Statistics (ONS) surveys
· Ensure compliance with HMRC and statutory reporting deadlines
· Respond to routine queries relating to VAT and statutory reporting
Financial Accounting
· Support the month-end close process
· Prepare balance sheet reconciliations
· Assist with journals, accruals and prepayments where required
· Support financial controls and data integrity across Group Finance
Year-End Support
· Assist with year-end financial reporting
· Prepare audit schedules and supporting documentation
· Liaise with external auditors to resolve queries
· Support completion of statutory accounts working papers
General Group Finance Support
· Assist with ad hoc financial reporting
· Support continuous improvement of finance processes
· Provide additional cover across the finance team during peak workload periods
About You
We're looking for someone who is comfortable working independently, can quickly understand existing processes and enjoys taking ownership of key financial accounting activities.
You will ideally have:
· Part-qualified accountant (ACCA/CIMA/ACA) or Qualified by Experience (QBE)
· Previous experience in a Financial Accountant, Group Accountant or Management Accountant role
· Strong knowledge of VAT compliance and reporting
· Experience preparing balance sheet reconciliations
· Experience supporting year-end and external audit
· Good understanding of financial controls and accounting principles
· Strong Excel skills
· Experience using ERP/accounting systems (experience with MS Dynamics and M3 would be advantageous)
Skills & Attributes
· Able to work independently with minimal supervision
· Strong organisational skills with excellent attention to detail
· Confident managing multiple priorities and meeting deadlines
· Proactive and adaptable
· Strong communication skills with the ability to work collaboratively across Finance


Desirable Experience
· Experience within a Group Finance environment
· Multi-entity accounting experience
· Experience with HMRC reporting and compliance
· Experience supporting statutory audits
What Success Looks Like
During the assignment, the successful candidate will:
· Deliver accurate monthly VAT returns on time
· Successfully manage the PSA process
· Complete all ONS reporting requirements
· Support a smooth and well-controlled year-end process
· Reduce pressure on the Group Finance team during a critical recruitment period
· Help maintain strong financial controls and reporting quality
Contract Details
· Immediate start preferred
· 3–4 month assignment
· Hybrid working (2 – 3 days in office)
· Competitive day rate / salary depending on experience

